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Dear Readers, 


A typhoon hit China and one million people 
had to be evacuated from their homes since the 
typhoon brought with it one of the worst floods 
in the past fifty years! 

Well, a typhoon is God sent and there is little 
that man can do about it, We cin only do our 
best to help alleviate the misery of the people 
affected. 


Let us took at another news. High tides 
lashed Mumbai's coastline for three days 
recently and the sea threw back into the city's 
beaches 640 tonnes of non-biodegradable 
garbuge like plastics, polythene, thermocol,elc. 
107 trucks were needed to clear the beaches of 
the rubbish which was later 
unloaded in a municipal - 
dumping ground! 7 

According to scientists, 
the rubbish will remain 
there in the same state till 
the year 10,000 AD! 










and G God: Sent 


and! sent) 


Imagine the harm that such non biodegradatle 
material can do to us! It is sure to become an 
insurmountable gigantic problem very soon 
Let us, the people and government of this 
country wake up to the dangers of such man- 
made calamities before it is too late. 
- Editor 


Ly 
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A.Aswin Vayiravan eme: winner this 
by collecting seventeen parti ates from 
Gokulam. 
class twelve student of TVS MHS School in Madurai, 
Aswin felt extremely thrilled and could not control his tears 
when he received the congratulatory letter from Gokulam. He 
claims to be the greatest fan of Gokulam and wants it to be 
made a bi-monthly 
Aswin is very fond of reading English classics but his 
favourite is our very own “Mahabharath’. He is proud of our 
rich culture and heritage. He is also a good quiz master, fond of 
extempore and loves to debate on any topic under the sun, In 
spite of having a tight schedule he never misses to read the daily 
newspaper and of course, Gokulam! Aswin is also the proud 
recipient of *Yuva Shri Kala BI award. 
Here's wishing him many more successes and awards in 
future, And may his performance inspire all of us to read and write 
10 Aswin as gift 
Editor 













popcorn dates back to over 5000 
years ago, when com was cultivated 
in Mexico. From here the crop 
spread to China, India and 
Sumatra, The early European 
travellers took it to the shores of 
North America where it soon 
gained popularity, especially during 
the Great Depression. Popcorn 
became synonymous with theaires 
and movies and is still the king, of 
Going to the beach forthe week snack food. The Americans are the 
end, enjoying the latest movie, "umber one consumers of popcom, 
visiting the amusement park or ™unching up about 17 billion quarts 
inviting your friends for your Per year! 
birthday party... there is one Com is able to pop as its kernels 
important, common ingredient havea hard moisture sealed hull with 
without which all these events would 
lose their sheen, Imagine your 
birthday party without the fluffy cake 
and what would watching films be 
like without munching on your 
favourite popcom? The visit to the 
beuch would be incomplete without 
tasting the grilled com, cotton cundy 
or the ever green ice cream. The 
thought of munching on something 
tasty, adds a distinct flavour to our 
favourite activities 





Poppy Popcorn 


Pop, pop, pop... the sound and 
smell of popcorn being roasted is 
definitely heavenly, The history of 





a dense starchy filling, This allows 
pressure to build inside the kernel 
until an explosive “pop” results. And 
with the introduction of the pre- 
packaged microwaveable popcorn, 
its popularity runs unabated. 


Cotton Candy 
This pink floss of fluffy sug 
was invented in the fourteenth 


— 








century in Italy, But due to 
immense difficulty and time 
consumption in making it, candy 
floss was initially prepared 
exclusively for the royalty and 
noblemen, It was in 1897 that candy 
makers Morrison and Wharton 
created a machine which would 
enable mass production of this 
sweet product. It was an instant 
success. Cotton candy is made 
using sugar, artificial colouring and 
any flavouring agent. 





and colouring are heated in a 
container which spins at a high 
speed. The spinner has tiny 
holes through which the liquid 
sugar comes out in strands. Once 
the strands come in contact with 
the air, they become solid and 
form threads on the sides of the 
bowl. The operator of the 
machine twirls a long stick 
around the rim of the drum and 
your candy floss perches on it, 
ready to be eaten, Though the 
most popular colour for this 
candy remains pink, it is also 
available in blue, green, yellow 


and purple. 
| Cookies 

Though the word 

‘cookie’ is gaining popularity in 

India, they are nothing but biscuits, 

They are small, flat, baked treats 

made out of flour, eggs, milk and 


Crispy, Crunchy 
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sugar and are mostly round in shape. 
‘The name cookie is derived from the 
Dutch ‘Koekje" which translates into 
‘little cake’, History claims that 
cookies were invented by accident 
when bakers used small amounts of 
cake batter to test the oven 
temperature, The result was a slightly 
hardened version of the cake that 
tasted great and lasted for a number 
of days in comparison to the cake. 








Toffees, Lollipops and 
Chocolates 

The toffee is a hard and sweet 
confectionery item made by boiling 
sugar and flour. Butter, nuts, malt 
and a variety of flavours are added 
to make different varieties of 
toffees. All these ingredients are 
heated to a temperature of around 
150 degree centigrades lending it a 
hard and glossy finish. The lollipop 
is a hardened sweet mounted on a 
small stick and is very popular 
among children who enjoy sucking 





and licking it. Lollipops were first 
eaten during middle ages, when the 
nobility consumed boiled sugar with 
the help of sticks or handles. 
Another extremely popular 
sweetmeat among children and 
adults alike is the chocolate. Made 
from the cocoa pods, chocolate has 
been around since 1100BC! Mostly 
found in the forests of Central 
‘America, the Aztecs and the Mayans 
discovered and drank the first ever 
chocolate beverage. The cocoa 
seeds are bitter in taste and need to 
be fermented and mixed with sugar 
and milk in order to be edible. The 
‘dark’ chocolate is known to possess 
health benefits if eaten in 
moderation. Today, chocolates have 
become an integral part of almost all 
our celebrations and have emerged 
as the most popular gift item. Roald 













Dahl's ‘Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory’ is an immensely popular 
children’s novel narrating the 
experiences of a small boy taking a 
tour of a huge chocolate factory 





Blowy Bubblegum 
From carly times people have 
enjoyed chewing gum like 


substances to cleanse their teeth and 
sweeten their breath, The South and 
Central Americans chewed on 
chicle, the gum of the Sapodilla tree 
Chicle was introduced to North 
America by the Mexicans, and 
Thomas Adams, an inventor tried 
making toys, gum boots and masks 
ut of this rubbery substance, But 
every experiment of his failed and 
in frustration, he popped some chicle 
into his mouth and enjoyed chewing 
on it and the world’s first chewing 
‘gum factory was born in 1870! 
Bubble gum is a variation of the 
chewing gum, specially designed to 
blow a bubble out of the mouth. This 





is very famous among children, 
especially teenagers who love 
blowing huge bubbles. 

Many competitions including the 
Bubblegum World Championships 
are held to find out the best and 
biggest bubble blowers in the worl 
Susan Williams of California holds 
an unbeaten Guinness Book of 
World Records for blowing the 
largest bubble of about 23 inches! 








Today, rapid industrialization, 
scientific progress and aggressive 
marketing have helped in large scale 
production of these snack food items 
and they are readily and easily 





available in all corners of the world 
at affordable rates. But itis up to us 
to consume these delectables in 
moderation and ensure that our 
health is not affected by cating too 
much of these tempting sweet 
meats! ° 



















world’s most famous boy h 
set a record! “Harry Potter and th 
Half-blood Prince” 22 
million dollars on the openin 
beating the records of * 
Knight” and “Transforme 
reign as one of the 
buster hits of the year. 
What's special about HBP 
Well, the film is spiced with a 
mixture of action, darkne 
comedy and romance. T 
starts with the climax of the Or 
of the Phoenix. The title 
displayed attractively. Off tc 
London after this... wh 
filled with muggles \ 
looking out at the windows as 1 
dark mark in the form of gray cle 





ei tie Half- 


s out in the sky. Suddenly 


plumes of black smoke come 









out of it. Itis indeed the death-eater 


est block 





ace through the London 





and attack the Diagon alley. 


they destroy the London 








he Millenniun 











is one of the hi: 
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the match 
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nd they look really 





vie 
enes, 













ent 











8 Goxutam September 


vg 


> £> 


Se a7 (3 


eRe 


a ie 
here's more comedy in HBP 
and its all about Ron (Rupert 
Grint). Rupert’s acting 
brilliant in the quidditch as well 
as the love portion scene. There 
is a triangular love between Ron, 
Hermione(Emma) and Lavender 
Brown(Jessie Cave). 

Helena Borham Carter who 
plays the part of Bellatrix 
Lestrange has done a good job as 
usual, Helen Mcrory now plays as 
Bellatrix’s sister Narcissa Malfoy 
Tom Felton’s (Draco Malfoy) 
acting is splendid and the fight 


is 


Blood Prince 


ao 





between Draco and Harry is very 
thrilling. Emma Watson (Hermione) 
d 





has given an emotionally charg 
performance. 





The music and the background 
scores in the movie by Nicholas 
Hooper are awesome and the 
opening score music indeed takes 
us to the magical world. The 
screenplay by Steve Klove is 
good, but many HP fans were 
disappointed as the movie did 
not include Dumbledore’s 
funeral and the Hogwarts 
fighting scene. 


we SS 


The climax at the cave is mind- 
blowing and the death of 
Dumbledore shocked many 
audiences who haven't read the 
book. But the fight between The 
Order of Phoenix members and the 
Death Eaters should have been 
included to make this rollercoaster 
ride more thrilling. Last but not the 
least, Michael Gambon who plays 
the role of Dumbledore 
performed extraordinarily 

On the whole, Harry Potter and 
the Half-blood Prince is fantabulou: 
So why 





has 





are you all waiting’ 


Take a broom and 

zoom into the HP 

world! 
-J.Vishnu, 


Std.XI , Sunbeam M.H.S.S, 


Vellore 
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When professor R.T moved into the 
neighbourhood, it raised many curious eye- 
brows. First of all, he was seen walking into 
the colony with just a smal! suitcase and a 
walking stick. Secondly, there was a dog and 
4 cat tagging along with him and a parrot 
perched over his bald head. Third, he had 
occupied a completely bare house with no 
utensils or furniture of any sort And last but 
Not the least, no sooner did he step into the 
empty house than he instantly erected a notice 
outside his door which rudely announced: 

INTRUDERS- ESPECIALLY, 
NOSY, SNOOPING KIDS i 
WILL BE PROSECUTED! a 


4 a 
The warming was bold The rR Tr 
and clear and final, Si, y = 


Professor R.T was not 
someone whom the Sharma and Nathan 
kids looked forward to having as their immediate 
neighbour. 

“Wonder why we always get one lousy 
neighbour after another.” Nixhil Sharma, the 
leader of the group spoke in disgust. “We just 
had enough of old Mrs. Fernandes’s crankiness 
and now to have another crazy chap moving in 











added, gazing at the ‘do 
not trespass’ board. 
“Wonder what RT, 
stands for? 

“Rude Tenant!" 
Jyothi butted in as the 
others laughed. “What 
else? Why should he 
put up such a nasty 





next door!” 
board, and that too the 

“Gosh, [still can't forget the way thatold lady Ne ow 

hit you with her saucepan,” Sham Nathan teased “| just ait 

bisiftiend understand how 


‘One nut gone and another uppears.” Nikhil <omeone can live in an 
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empty house?” Ruchi, the youngest 
of the lot muttered. “What are he and 
his pets going to eat?” 

“Unless he gets pre-cooked food 
from outside all the time,” her 
brother Nikhil, interjected. “Or 
maybe pop in tablets for breakfast 
lunch and dinner too!” 

“Hmm,and a dog tab, a cat tab 
and a parrot tab for the pets too.” 
Sham added. 

“But he doesn’t look like a 
typical professor or the pill popping 
scientist kind either,” Jyo observed. 
“Lmean, not the hairy, shabby, geeky 
kinds we usually come across 

“Ah, what have looks got to do 











=actic 
— a 


with one’s profession?” the boys 
asked. 

“Well of course he doesn’t 
look like an Einstein or a Da 
Vinci," Sham added. 

“But certainly a Zidane or a 
Beckham,” Nikhil chuckled. 

“So now we go and confront 
our Professor Zid-Ham, eh 
Sham sniggered. “How can he 
think of scaring us by writing that 
warning?” 

“Are you seriously thinking of 





~ 
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meeting him?” Ruch tried to clarify. 

“1 don’t want t0, though I don't 
mind having a look at those lovely 
pets,” Sham replied. 

“I'm sure it's not going to be easy 
entering the house,” Jyo tried to be 
sensible. “The Professor definitely is 
a queer guy and could mean what he 
proclaims.” 

“But investigate we must,” the 
boys claimed in one voice, “Th 
of the forbidden house 
tittered once more. 





Though the girls were a little 
hesitant in the beginning, they finally 





acceded to what the boys suggested 
and became a part of the detecting 
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team. Accordingly, they took turns in keeping a 
watch on the neighbouring house, noting down 
time of entry and exit of Prof. R.T und his three 
pets. After a week, they managed to note down 
the peculiar pattern in which the routine went on 
in the forbidden house. 

The main door remained closed the entire day 
except for exactly two hours past midnight when 
it would be open, In those two hours Prof, R.T 
usually stepped out with his two pets, the cat and 
the dog while the parrot stayed at home, No 
sooner did the threesome come bitck, than the bird 
flew out for her night’s wanderings. The door 
would be shut after that and the parrot returned 
only in the wee hours of the dawn and went inside 
through the window, 

“Strange!” the boys gasped, * Very strange 
he right word is insane," Jyo pointed out 

“Yes, I always thought only’ owls and bats 
ventured out in the night,” Ruchi chipped in with 
her little knowledge about bird life, “I never knew 
even parrots did so.” 

“Not all parrots,” Jyo corrected he 
Professor R.T's. 

“Now listen,” Nikhil took charge of the 
planning commission, “Between midnight and 
2 am is the time we need to get into the house 
and invest 

“But the parrot will be there.” Ruchi butted 
in, 

“Ab, it’s a silly, harmless bird,” the boys 
dismissed carelessly. “Don’t think she should be 
aproblem.” 

“T feel one of us should stay back here and 
keep a watch in case the professer returns eurlier 
than usual,” Jyo suggested sensibly, “He or she 














‘Only 

















12 coxutam September 200% 


can whistle as a sign of 
warning when the 
professor arrives..." 

“Just check if you 
can whistle," the boys 
interrupted. “Maybe 
Ruchi could also try” 

“1 don't mind 
keeping a watch." 
Ruchi agreed instantly 
before Jyo could start an 
argument on why the 
boys always had to be 
in the thick of action 
while the girls had to 
take the back seat, 





“See, I have learnt 
to whistle... Pheeeee,” 
she added, displaying 
her recently acquired 
skill! 


That night it was 
decided that Ruchi 
should keep watch 
while the other three 
ventured into the 
forbidden house, They 
stepped in cautiously 
into the dark house 
wondering where the 
parrot was, Was it in the 





cage or was it flying about somewhere? The 
thought instantly made them switch on their 
torches and as they had anticipated, there was 
nothing inside except darkness and plain white 
walls. 

Then suddenly they encountered the bird 
perched over the window sill. She had her eyes 
closed and seemed to be in deep slumber, 

“I've never seen a parrot so beautiful,” Jyo 
melted, “Look at her lush plumage. Wish Ruchi 
was here. Do you think I could take her home?” 
she almost stretched her hand. 

“No,” the boys whispered sternly. “God knows 
what Professor R.T.’s pets are like, Better keep a 
distance.” 

“Fine, but do we need to continue the search?" 
Jyo was beginning to feel a little bored. 
“There seems to be absolutely nothing 
in here. As I told you, Prof.R.T is a 
crack-pot and I am sure we will face 
the worst of him if we continue to stay 
in this place any longer,” 

“We just need to see what is there 
in Prof. R.T's suitcase,” Nikhil 
whispered in an excited voice. “That's 
the only thing he came to this place 
with and I'm sure it contains 
something important.” 

“Could it be in that room?" Sham 
pointed at a half closed door but before 
he could proceed towards it, there 
came the sound of a series of whistles. 

“Gosh, that's Ruchi!” Jyo spoke in 
fright. “Looks like we need to get out 
fast.” 

(To conclude next month) 
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Dear Grandma 

1am good at studies. | am 
able to score ninety percent. 
But I don’t work hard and 1 
don’t study the day's portions. 
My parents are quite worried. 
Please help! 

+ R. Abhirami, Delhi 

Dear Abhirami, 

Scoring ninety percent is not 
an easy achievement and your 
parents can feel proud of you. If. 
as you say, you don't work hard 
and yet you are able to score 
ninety percent, just think how 
much more you will score if you 
do work hard! This line of 
thinking will help you to 
finish the day's work without 
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postponing it. However I must caution 
you on overwork and over-strain, You 
‘must learn to enjoy life too. This does 
not mean you should waste time. Take a 
walk or listen to music of your choice 
for a few minutes daily, Such relaxation 
will help you to return to your studies 
with greater 





I get 90 to 100 percent in all 
subjects except maths. The highest 
I got so far is only 75 percent. My 
parents so often ask me to work hard 
‘on maths, that I have begun to hate 
the subject. What am I to do? 
Aparna, Thiruyananthapurarn 
Dear Aparna, 

Ifyou are getting 75 percent in maths 








3 3 o> > Grandmaworm 


itisa Se = ‘you need 
not feel sorry. Your marks 
reveal that you do have the 
capacity 10 understand the 
logical steps involved in maths 
There may be certain portions 
which you do not understand 
and need help. Don’ feel shy 
to ask your teacher to explain. 
Apolite approach will certainly 
yield results. Secondly, make 
sure that you do not commit any 
silly mistakes in calculations. 
Revise your answers. Attempt 
the easiest sums first and take 
up the more difficult ones later. 
This will help you to gain time 
‘for revision during exams. 
eee 








I have completed 
standard X. I wish to study 
journalism and law in future. 
Can you guide me? 

- GMeenakshi, Mumbai 
Dear Meenakshi, 
Journalism and law are 

poles apart. You cannot do both 
at the same time. A good 
knowledge of the English 
language at graduate level will 









help you a lot 

when you take up 

law or journalism 
at the post graduate 
level. There are 
many colleges in Mumbai offering 
journalism courses even after 12th 
standard and you can easily get the 
details through internet. However, it 
is better if you decide on whether you 
want to take up English journalism or 
its vernacular counterpart. A solid 


prove my Ist 


foundation in language skills will be 
of immense help in both journalism 
and law. Your future depends on how 
good you are in adapting what you 
learn in college to your professional 
work later. I wish you a glorious 
future. 
eee 


I am in standard XII. My parents 
frighten me by saying that this is the 
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deciding year for my future. 

This weighs heavily on 

my mind that I am unable 

to concentrate. Please 
advise. 

- S.Manikandan, 

Chennai 

Dear Manikandan, 

No doubt standard XII is a 
milestone in your educational 
years, You will be in college 
next year. Your parents are 
perhaps concerned that you 
should get good marks so that 
you can gain admission in the 
course and college of your 
choice. But don't be afraid or 
nervous. Tell yourself often 
that you are doing your best 
and that you are not lazy or 
wasting time. Be sincere in 
your thoughts and deeds. 
You'll be okay! 

eee 
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How can I improve my English 
language skills? 

- Anubha Pearline, 

Tambaram (E) 


Dear Anubha, 
I've already answered similar 





bag i) 


questions in this column. Perhaps 
you are a new Gokulam reader, so 
T'll put it in a nut shell: Language 
skills can be developed only 
through reading books written by 
eminent authors both ancient 
and modern. Listen to good 
English being spoken as in the 
BBC channel. Speak English 
without hesitation and don't feel shy 
of being corrected. Write a 
small passage on any subject 
and rewrite to improve the 
presentation. Make these a daily 
routine. You'll be amazed at your 
‘fast improvement. 
Love, 
Grandmaworm 
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Oh! what a mad thing to do 

‘Saying to board exams boo, 

The decision of Kapil Sibal 

I truly think is abysmal! 

Unify all boards, we say 

And increase the number of 

seals, 

Do away with reservation 

And help to preserve education, 
= $.Varun, Std. Vill, 

Podar School, Mumbai 









I made a box Just then my brother came along 


With my building blocks Seeing me cry, he sat and played 
To put my dinosaurs, agame 
But | had to put them on the s de And ! forgot all about the box, 
{As the box wasn't too wide ‘And lfe is just the same for you 






| then sat down and cried, When good things come 
= The bad ones gently fade away. 


- Pranav Pradeep 


Sh SS | 
The bellowing of the waves 
And the smell of salt in the air 
Are some of the things which 
make us crave 
For more, and stare at nature in 
awe. 


The waves are like the frills of a 
child's frock 
Or the springy hair of a fair maid 
With the wind blowing gently 
through them 
And whispering the secret of the 
Lord. 
- Ashwini Velmurugan, Std.IX, 
Maharishi 
Vidya Mandir, Hosur 


The. World The world of books 
Is the most remarkable creation 
of man 
of Bo aks. For nothing that he builds, ever 
4 


comma lasts 


‘Monuments fall, Nations perish 
Civilizations get buried 
Under mounds of sand 


But the world of books 
Fresh and young, live on and on 
Telling us tales old and new. 
- Suishmitaa.S, 
‘Std. IX, TVSMHSS, 
Madurai 
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My best friend Nikita and 1 
usually had a slanging match 
during our free time. We teased 
‘each other and had endless rounds 
of colourful conversation in which 
both of us tried to ger the better of 
the other. One day during our lunch 
break, we had a raging argument 
in which Nikita lost her temper and 
yelled at me that she would kick 
me, 1 00, lost my temper and in 
order to get back at her. responde 
hastily that I would ‘cook’ her. Alas, 
instead of kick I realised too late that 
Thad blabbered the word “cook”, at 
which the entire class burst out 
And till today, all my 
ase me about the whole 











episode and call me a ‘cannibal’ 
-S.Soundarya, Std.VIl, 
St.Andrew's School, 
Secunderabad 






a 
ae Se 





Late Night Drama! 


During exam time, my brother 
and I had the habit of studying lite 





in the night. As usual, on that day 
109, I got lost in my books and never 
realised the passage of time. 1 
looked up from my books to find that 
it was past one ‘o' clock. I decided 
to go to my bedroom which was 


















located beyond my parents’ 
room, 1 was pretty sure that thay 
were asleep and tiptoed, not 
Wanting to disturb them, I cid 
not switch on the lighteither, As I 
walked into my bedroom I saw a 
we creeping about near ry 
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bed. Scared out of my wits, I 
screamed aloud tervified that a thief 
had managed to enter our house. A 
light immediately went on in my 
bedroom and I found that it was my 
mother who was the ‘thief’. She 
understood the situation immediately 
and pacified me explaining that she 
had come inside the room to check 
on me, My father and my brother 
came along running, wondering why 
I was shouting at the top of my voice 
in the middle of the night. Ittook me 
4 while to recover from the shock 
and we all had a good laugh over the 
whole incident 





B.Akshay Kumar, 
Std.X, KV -CLRI, Chennai 


Doggy Diwali! 
Last diwali, 1 was happily 
bursting crackers outside my house 


GIRL! 


with my family and friends, The 
whole street was alive with the sound 
of crackers and children busily 
lighting them, Of course, there was 
a whole lot of noise and pollution as 
well, but no one seemed to mind as 
Diwali came once a year. We were 





all enjoying the festivities when a 
stray dog ran into our house. The 
poor creature was scared of the noise 
and fireworks and decided to find a 
safe haven. As the doors of our 
house were open, it ran inside and 
hid under our sofa, We all ran behind 
the dog into our house, and tried to 
coax it out. It was a really funny 
sight... the whole family decked in 
all finery, bent on their knees and 
trying their best to make the dog 
come out. But it seemed to have a 
will of its own and remained firmly 
nits place. Suddenly, an idea struck 
ime. I lighted a sparkler and showed 








it to the dog. It immediately came 
‘out from under the sofa and ran away 
into our garden, where it stayed put 
for the rest of the night. All my 
friends and family appreciated my 
quick thinking and we all had a good 
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laugh over the whole episode. the courtyard which was cool and 
+ Madhumita Mira Balaji, breezy. We were chatting and joking 

Std.lll, Bala Vidya Mandir, with each other. when I observed 
Chennai some twinkling star - like bodies 

flying in the air. They were moving 

Nature’s Torch Light about swifily, switching their ‘lights’ 
Daring the summer holidays. 1 onand off. Noticing my wonder and 
made a trip to ‘God's Own Country’, amazement, my grandfather 
Kerala. My grandparents lived there smilingly explained that they were 
and we were very thrilled to spend fire flies and they emitted light from 
our holidays with them. The whole their bodies, They were a pretty 
countryside was lush and green common sight in the villages, but fer 
Thad a great time enjoyit new 
all its glory. Due to power failure experience. Used to generators and 
one night, we decided to sit out in emergency lights, these tiny lighted 
insects were an awe- 














city dwellers like me, it was 













inspiring 
sight. As 
they were 
lighted and not 
really carrying 
) fire, 1 felt that they should be 
renamed ‘Ever Ready Torch Light 
Flies 


Ranh 


~ Pooja.S.Bhat, Std. XIl, 
Jyothi Nivas, Bengalooru 


22 coxwram September 2009 


Eriendship 


Band ~ 


What you need: 15-20 cm each of three different coloured 
embroidery threads, 6-8 kinds of beads (medium to large in size), 
cello tape, scissors 
How to make it: Take the three different coloured threads and twist 
them tight 
Join them together at both ends by using the cellotape. Your thread should 
resemble a shoe lace. 
String a bead through the thread and secure it firmly in its place by tying 
a knot adjacent to it. 
Now thread in another bead and tie a firm knot again. Continue in the 
same pattern with the remaining beads. 
Your home made friendship band is ready. All you have to do is to tie it 
on your friend’s wrist. And you don’t have to wait till Friendship day, for 
every day is special for you and your friends. 
~Mdayaasri, Std X, 
Alvernia Matriculation 
Hr.See,School, 
Coimbatore 
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Std, 
KV Jipmer Campus, 
Pondicherry. 
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On my first international 
trip recently, I visited 
Singapore and the initial 
feeling that struck me on my 
landing was the cleanliness 
and discipline followed by 
the general public. I strayed 
a few steps from the 
immigration queue and was 
immediately requested by an 
officer to stick to my line! 
Orderliness began the minute 
we landed! 

I stayed at my uncle's 
place and knowing that I 
love books, my uncle took 
me to the nearby library and 
what a wonderful sight it 
was...ahuge place filled with 
tows and rows of books and 
extremely well maintained! A 
unique feature of the 
libraries in Singapore was 
the inter-borrowing system. 
Any library arranged for 
unavailable books to be 

+ Snow City 





borrowed from other libraries around the 
country, thereby saving readers the trouble 
of moving around to find a book. 

We visited the Science Centre, a huge 
complex filled with more than 850 scientific 
exhibits. The complex was so huge that we 
could barely covera quarter of it, The Snow 
City was our next stop, where we 
experienced the joys of real snow at sub- 
zeto temperature, We enjoyed the snow tube 
rides, built our own snowman and indulged 
in friendly snowball fights, Snow City also 





Spotless 


provided educational programmes where 
children could lear about life and science 
in lower temperatures. 

The highlight of the trip was the Duck 
Tour, wherein an authentic Vietnem 
warcraft, now designed into bus -cum boat, 
took us on an amphibious tour of both the 
land and the sea, Ournext schedule was the 
world famous Night Safari. Nestled in 40 
hectares of lush forest, this safari offered 


+ Duck Tour + Night Safari 
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visitors a unique opportunity of exploring 
wildlife at night, We got to see more than 
100 species of animals in their natural habitat 
Since most of the animals were nocturnal, they 
were very active after dusk and it was real 
fun watching them at night. 


Our penultimate visit was to the Sentosa 
Islands, Itwas a world of its own with a whole 
lot of attractions for kids and adults alike. We 
went on the Luge (similar to Go-Karting) and 
the Skyride, which were awesome. The final 
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and the most breathtaking moment was the 
laser and light show ‘The 
Songs of the Sea’, a 
nightly extravaganza 
with water jets, lasers, 
‘computer imaging and flame bursts. It was a 
‘one of a kind’ entertainment and I am glad 
that I had an opportunity to enjoy it 

My final visit was on my way back, to 
‘Terminal 3, of the international airport. This 








+ Sontosa Island + Science Centre 
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terminal was enormously 
huge, spotlessly clean and 
Isimply seem to run out of 
superlatives while describ- 
ing this small city state, As 
all good things must come 
toan end, so ended my trip 
and I bid farewell to this 

city of wonders, 
= Jayasoorya, Std. Vil, 
PS.Sr.Sec.School, 
Chennai 
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Name: Gopalakrishnan 
Age: 16 
Address: P.O.Box No. 1331, 
Ruwi - 212, Muscat, Sultanate of 
Oman 

Hobbies: Singing, listening to 
music, reading, watching cricket, 
chatting with friends, 


Name: Madhusoodan. 
M.Pataki 





Age: 14 

Address: Post Nivaragi Tq- Indi 
Dist - Bijapur, Karnataka - $86205 

Hobbies: Playing, reading 
stories, collecting shells and 
coins, 










Name: Soundarya 
Age: 12 
Address: Flat 102, 
Karthikeya Apts, 
H.No.6-1-132/54, 
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Near Skandagiri Temple, Padmarao 
Nagar, Secunderabad - $00 061 

Hobbies: Reading, cycling, 
writing articles, collecting pictures, 
playing with friends and surfing the 
net. 





Name: Puranjan Dev 

Age: 10 

Address; Plot No.4578, Sabar 
Sahi Lane, Kalpana Atea, 
Bhubaneswar - 751006, Orissa 

Hobbies: Collecting stamps, 
painting, reading, playing, 


Name: P.Rajapandi 
Age: 13 

Address, 60/E, 
New  Pallivasal 
Street, GS.T, Read, 
Thirupparen- 
kundram, Madurai 
~ 625005 
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Hobbies: Reading, collecting 
stamps and reading newspaper, 
browsing the internet, playing and 
watching T.V, 


Name: A.Balamurali 

Age: 12 

Address: Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalaya, Chittoor, Madapalle, 
Valasapalle, 
Chittoor Dist, 
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Pen: 


Hobbies: Playing computer 
games, watching TV, reading books. 


Name: MUzair 

Age: 16 

Address: 68, Velangiamman Koil 
Street, Chidambaram - 608001 

Hobbies: Reading books, 
collecting coins and stamps, chatting 
with friends. 

Name: M.A.Aparna 

Age: 10 


Address; 245, 6th street, 


t, 
lends 
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Gandhipuram, Coimbatore - 12, 

Hobbies: Drawing, craft-making, 
reading books, colouring and 
painting 





Name: K.Sahana 

Age: 10 

Address: 37, 3rd cross, Gopallapa 
Layout K.H.B Road, Manoranpalya, 
gar Post, Bengalooru - 






sol 

Hobbies: Reading magazines, 
recycling things, watching T.V, 
making friends, 


Name: Dhanya 


Age: 12 

Address: 34/47-2, Ponniammah 
Koil St, (opp) 
Beasant Avenue 
Road, Adyar, 


Chennai - 600020 

Hobbies: Read- 
ing, painting, collecting Daniel 
Radcliffe's posters, doing science 
experiments 


‘Name: Archana Govindarajulu 

Age: 12 

Address: 12/18, Sethakathi 
Roud, Muggapair Estate, Chennai - 
600 037 

Hobbies: Writing stories, 
collecting coins, stamps and shells, 
reading books, craft making and 
painting. 
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‘Vroom... seach, these 
are sounds which were 
always music to Karun 
Chandhok's ears, And 
from a very early age, 
he has always wanted 
to be a racing driver, 
His entire focus was 
motor sports and his 






- On the Right Track 
heroes were Prost, 


Senna, Schumacher Pod in England, Contrary to all assumptions that 
and Mansell. And driving a racing car is just about speed, a numter 
watching them drive of computers, engineers and technicians are 
the FI circuit, Karun needed to run one single cur, says Karun, And 
was eagerly awaiting the cars themselves are nothing short of 
the day when he would engineering masterpieces, Before the start of the 
be able to drive one, FI test drive, « couple of engineers showed him 

And the day did the runway and then went through the systems 
dawn, not bright and and steering whee! functions with him, It was 
sunny but a cold, grey, finally time to go and Karun was strapped into 
English day at Santa his seat, Says Karun, "It was a special, tingling 


About the Sport History: Auto Racing is a motor 


sport involving racing cars and is one 

of the world’s most watched television sports, While humans have always raced 

against one another in some form or the other, the first ever motor sport was 

‘organized way back in 1895 in Paris after the invention of the motor car. But it 

was in 1930's that companies such as Bugatti, Mercedes-Benz and Delage started 
manufacturing cars exclusively for racing purposes. 

Formula One: Often referred to as F1, this is the most famous and well known 

of all motor races. It is the highest class of auto racing sanctioned by Federation 
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feeling, indescribable...” And the list of became the youngest 
instructions would definitely leave a lesser mortal ever Asian Formula 
confused, not Karun who has the gift of memory. Champion. He was 
And before he knew it, he was hitting over 300 also presented with the 
kmph. An absolutely amazing and exhilarating award of * 
moment in the life of any motor racer. Promising Asian Driver 
of the Year”. The year 
Bom on the 19 of January, 1984, intoaracing 2005 saw Karun 
family, Karun attended his first race when he was representing India in 
barely six months old, Andcars were an obsession the Al Grand Prix, the 
right from the beginning. Till his seventh birthday 
all his cakes were in the form of a car. And his 
bed was shaped like a car too! He remembers 
getting cars as gifts all the time. He got his first 
real cart car when he was six yeurs old 





Most 












Karun was born and brought up in 
Chennai and finished his schoolin 
Shishya’s Academy and shifted to full 
time driving after school. His racing 
career began in the year 2000, when 
he became the Indian National 
Racing Champion. In 2001 he 


from 











Hema Rajan 





Internationale de I'Automobile (FIA), the governing authority for motor sports 
throughoutthe world. The ‘tormula’ refers to the set of rules which all participants 
and cars must comply with. The cars themselves are very expensive and are 
exclusively designed and manufactured by automobile manufacturers. Teams 
like Ferrari spend tens of crores in building sports cars every season. A whole 
team of engineers research non stop to produce some of the fastest cars of the 


world. The formula (set of specifications) limits the 
engine size and determines overall 
body design. The rules of 
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first by any Indian, In 2006, Karun 
became the historic champion of the 
first ever Asian Formula Renault V6 
Championship. His efforts and 
hardwork was recognized and 
rewarded when he got an opportunisy 
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all the three are necessary in this 
sport. And of course, a very high 
degree of co-operation and co- 
ordination between the team 
members and the performance of the 
machine too! 








to test the Formula 
One for the Red 
Bull Racing Team at 
the Circuito de 
Catalunya at 
Barcelona. And 
Karun touched a 
whooping speed of 
350kmph! 


As with any sport, 
fitness and discipli 
plays a very important 
role in the world of 
driving too, Karun rides 
the bi-cycle for at least 
250 - 300 kilometres 
every week. He also 
does circuit traini 
four days a week and 
swims for a couple of 
hours 








According to 
Karun, motorracing 
is the only sport which requires a 





twice every 


week. 





high degree of technical know-how He loves reading sports 
and engineering intelligence. The magazines and Tintin comics, His 
steering wheel has a complex array next schedule is fixed at the races in 


of dials, knobs and buttons and 
remembering them is no joke. Speed, 
technical knowledge and race craft 


aly and Portugal in September ancl 
here's waiting to wateh Karun win a 
podium finish. ° 





aerodynamics are followed while designing the car. The cars are super light weigh: 
and very strong too. The formula 1 cars are also called Grand Prix cars, 


Formuta 1 cars race at high speeds, upto 360 kmh with engines revving upte 
18,000 RPM (revolutions per minute). Compare this to 
anormal car with a RPM of 800-1000! The performance 
of the car is dependent on electronics, aerodynamics, 
suspension and tyres. Europe is F1 s traditional centre 
and half of the world’s races are held here, Most of the 
World teams are also based in Europe. 











(One day, a visitor arrived at the palace of 
Basha Khan... 













































Oh! Is it so? 
Ihave indeed 
heard a lot about 


He 
out 











Without doubt, my 
lord, Effendi is 
capable of fooling 
anybody, 


Iwill not accept it 
Itis impossible to 
fool mi 











‘Obviously, my lord 





ready wits 





> 
anybody could make 






famous through.) 
1@ country for his 


ha questioned angrily, 


Do you think SY 


‘a fool of me? 


better known 








‘mean no, 
my lord... 














Courtiers! Who is the 
most intelligent person 
in our kingdom? 














‘am going to challenge 
Effendi 


Frail got road 
ourarny?_J 
5 















You fool! | am not 
going to fight a war, 1am 


intolloctually, 





Tam going to defeat 
Effendi and make the whole 
world acknowledge my 

suporior intelligence. 







































har Fang for Hey you! Come ‘heard that there is a i 8 
: here, | need to ask) ( very intelligent man in this} 

you something, village, where is his 5 
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ec 
What? Aro you the SO you can] 
Etfondi whom everybody YX make a fool of 








have taken the trouble to 
come down here, You could 












=~ 
come on, let's start \ 
our intelligence 


You can wait to NP Come 
‘some time, | will back soon.. 
goandfetchit. | lamavery 

busy man. 





‘May | borrow your 
horso as | can reach 
home quickly? 


You may take 
my horse, 








‘a brilliant porson and 
‘need a lot of intelligonco 
to defeat you, | will use the 
donkey to carry an extra 
sack of intelligence, 














Eome soon, Ha...ha...Effendi 
| will wait here is afraid of losing 
for you. to the great Basha 








[The Basha started planning out ways 
land moans of defeating Effendi Sj 
Hoy! itis getting 

dark and there is 








Tam confident that 
Iwill be the 














[The Basha understood before long that Effendi had made a 
{fool of him and would never come back. 








but it cost me 
my horse! 
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Athulya was excited, for her 
school Project Day was round the 
comer and her class teacher would 
be announcing the topic to be taken 
up by their class. This year their 
principal had decided that each class 
was to take up a topic and prepare 
charts and models for the same. The 

"students were to be given two weeks 
time to get the project ready. It was 
left to the teacher’s discretion to 
select the students for the project. 
Athulya rounded the corner and 
dashed right in to Charanya, her best 
friend, 

“Hi there, I was waiting tor you. 
“Do you think we'll be selected for 
the project work?" she chirped gaily. 

“Oh God! I do hope we will be,” 
Janani, another close friend butted 
in, 

“Oh God! Oh God! Please help 
us” mimicked Athulya and Charanya 
and the three girls laughed aloud and 
walked in to their class room. 

Their class teacher, Ms. Rita 

Nanda, walked in sharply at 8.45 am, 





as punctual as ever and the girls got 
up to greet her. “Sheesh... Her 
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punctuality sickens me. Why cav't 
she be late for a single day?” 
questioned Anusha, the eternal back 
bencher. 

Ms.Rita, announced that the 
students had to work on ‘Food 
Chain’. She chose a dozen girls for 
the same and divided them into 
groups of four. Athulya, Charanya, 
Janani and Divyashree were 
assigned to prepare a chart on the 
sub-topic ‘Rain forests’. The thrilled 
girls threw themselves into the 
project and finished it within the 
stipulated time, in fact a couple of 
days in advance. 


Saturday dawned, bright and 
beautiful, and the girls came to the 
school in their best dresses, to submit 
their chart. The project day was on 
Monday. 

“Tt has turned out very well,” 
beamed Charanya. “And well in time 
too.” Athulya couldn't hide the note 
of pride in her voice. “Just look et 
the other girls struggling with 


he Handy 


theirs,” she laughed aloud and the 
rest of her group joined in the 


SOOO BO 
merriment, 


“Looks like you girls have a lot 
of time on hand,” Ms, Rita cut in 
smoothly, The girls immediately 
snapped to attention. “Why don’t 
you design a chart depicting the 
project in entirety? The main project 
topic is environment, but I suppose 
you girls know all about it,” she 
added in forbidding tones and 
walked away. 
“You blabber mouth!” 


roj 


“What was the need to brag about 
it, and in such a loud voice too?” 
“It’s all because of you that we 


— 
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need to do an extra project atthe last 
minute,” 

Charanya, Janani and Divyashree 
rounded on Athulya in unison. 

“Ok, ok, no need to bite my head 
off. Let's not waste our time, we 
have today and tomorrow to 
complete the chart,” Athulya tried to 
pacify the girls, “I am truly sorry 
girls, But look at the positive side, 
we are getting to design a chart for 
the entire project. A golden 
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Opportunity to grab the attention of 
the princi,” advised Athulya, the 
optimistic opportunist. 


The four girls chose a comer and 
+ stared at the chart lying in front of 
them, They gazed at each other, 
Jooked up heavenwards, closed their 
eyes and meditated, in fact tried 
everything under the sun, but alas, 
inspiration seemed to have deserted 
them all of a sudden. And it was at 
this moment that Anusha made an 
entry into their group. Her group had 
yetto finish their project and she was 
liberally covered in paint. Her hair, 
her face and her hands were literally 
swathed in colours. 

“What's this. 























a blank, white, 
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chart paper? Oh! You have not even 
started your project?” she asked in 
mock sympathy. Hearing this, 
something suddenly seemed to s1ap 
within Charanya and she grabbed 
Anusha’s colourful hands and 
pressed them right in the middle of 
the chart. For a minute all the rest 
were too dazed to even comment, 
Anusha herself was dumbfounded 
and walked away like a zombie, 

“Charanya!"Athulya gas 
“What have you done?" 

“Lcannot believe it, What's come 
over you?” screamed Divyashree. 

Janani did not say anything for the 
simple fact that she was 
hyperventilating, 

“Yes, why did I do it?” asked 
Charanya dumbly. The girls fell into 
deep silence, each wondering how 
to salvage the project. Of course, 
the easiest thing would be to tear 
up the chart and start anew, but 
Chitra Madam was in charge 











were in no mood to answer 
her innumerable questions. 


“Everybody keep quet 





and doas I ‘commanded 
Janani, The first part of her 
comment was irrelevant 


because the girls were indeed 
silent. “You, Divya, start drawing 
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mountains, Charanya, draw some 
trees and Athulya, take the colour 
blue and draw the sky and a river 
while I will paint some flowers, grass 
and birds” she ordered, sounding 
more like an army commander, 

“What about the hands?” 
questioned Athulya, 

“Just leave them alone and draw 
around them” replied Janani, and 
noticing the faraway look in her 
eyes the others guessed that she 
had hit upon something. 


Rita madam was doing the 
‘rounds’, checking up on 
various projects and came up 
to them, “Hope the chart is 
done. Iwill have to show itto | 
the principal before putting it 
up” she said, The girls moved 
aside obediently and showed their 
chart, now filled with all the beauties 
of nature in vibrant colours. The 
teacher started to nod her head in 
approval when her eyes fell on the 
pair of imprinted palms. 

“What's that?” she questioned 
curiously, The dreaded moment had 
arrived and all the three girls looked 
towards Janani. She was the 
proverbial straw which they were 
desperately clutching at, to pull them 
‘out of this mess. 

Janani looked at the teacher 
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straight in the eye and replied 
confidently, “Through this chart we 
would like to convey the message 
that human beings need to put their 
hands together to conserve nature”, 
And taking the cue, the rest of 
them shouted in unison, “Let's put 
our hands together to conserve 
nature, Hip Hip Hurray”. 
To say that the teacher was | 





















impressed was an understatement, 
She beamed at the girls and 
complimented them, “A very good 
idea conveyed in an innovative 
manner, Keep it up girls! Tam glad 
that I gave this project to you.” 

As soon as she left them, all the 
three girls fell on Janani and hugged 
her, And it was celebration time, the 
girls laughed, jumped, whooped and 
danced. And they would remember 
for ever the “Handy Project”. 

- R.Athulya, Std. X, Vidya 
Mandir, Chennai 
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My best friend Sulekha turns 14 
on 12th September 2009. I wish hera 
Happy Birthday. 
Her friend G. Shiny Nivya 


C.Vasantha celebrates her 10th 
birthday on 4th Sepiember 2009. We 
wish her all glory in her life. 

Wishes from Bavanantham, 
Muthu, Arumugam, Vasu, 
Chandru, Raji, Muthulakshmi 


A.Swetha celebrates her 8th 
birthday on 12th September. We wish 
her all the best in life! 

- Aunty, Roshini, Vaishu, 
Tejaswini, Kalai, Shilpa, Beneda, 
Charu and Ashish 


Our son V.Abhinand celebrates 
his 11th birthday on 26th of 
September. We wish him good health 
and succees in his cricketing career. 

- Vinod, Lekha, Anupriya, 
Vasantha Sreeramadas, 
Chandrika Rajagopal 

Pooja celebrates her |Sth birthday 
on 27th of September. Let happiness 
shower in your life Poo! Wish you 
g0od luck in whatever you do! 

Your most loving friend Sangeeta 





G. Nethra celebrates her first 
birthday on 6th of September. A very 
happy birthday to our darling 
daughter. 

- C. Ganesan and S.Jayalakshmi 


K.S. Yoheshwaran celebrates his 



































13th birthday on 11th September 2009 

We wish him good health, happiness, 
success and a bright future. 

~ Best wishes from 

K Srinivasan, Santhi, Krithika, 

Varshini, Visal and relatives 


MShruthi, celebrates her 17th 
birthday on 23rd September 2009. 
We wish her success in her 

forthcoming PUC I year exams 
- Wishes from Dad, Mom, 
brother Vikram, Baskar Uncle, 
Latha Aunty, Cousin Gopi, 
Nivedha and all relatives and 
friends 


Jeevan Sequeira celebrates his 
15th birthday on 22nd September 
2009. We wish him good health, 
happiness and success in his exams, 
- Best wishes from 
Naveen and Jessy 





Simon, Celi 
Aaradith Ravichandran celebrates 
his 7th birthday on 11th September 
2009. We wish him a happy and 
prosperous life and may God shower 

his blessings on him, 
- Best wishes from Dad, Mom, 
brother Advaith, cousins and 
relatives 


D. Srinivasan celebrates his 7th 
birthday on 16th September. 
~ Best wishes from 
Narayanaswamy, Suseela and 
Vignesh 









7 Fi Sheethal R Hilla, 
VIH Std, Jyothi 


a pL 
AN INH ma 


[Tho teacher was scolding Raju for nis 
incomplete work. 
‘All the other students 


have managed to complete 
thir work except you. 








We are not going to 
Include you in our 
group activities, 









| feo! really bad that 
everyone is shouting 








Tho next day being a holiday, Raju 
Visited his grandmother's house, 







hat happened” Are} 
jou not feeling well? loves me or 


gy EN 
os) 





Hollo grandma. 
How are you? 












His grandma smilingly reach 

purse and took out some monoy. Toll me Raju, 
do you want this 
4100 rupee note? 


Now tall mo, 
ido you still want this }/yos, crushing 
crumpled note? 


Exactly, my son! Just because you got 
scolded and insulted by a fow poopla, it doos, 
not mean you are worthless. Nover ever 
uunderstimate your value and solf worth, 
You ate the bost! 





Re Re RP Re 8 


My toe nails often break or 
split. Why does this happen? I 
have noticed the same happening 
to my mother also. Could this 
problem of mine be hereditary? 

- Sarbani Chakraborty, 

Std. IX, KV 1, Port Blair 

Toe nails often break or split 

if they are brittle. As you guessed, 

the cause can be hereditary, But 

there are other reasons too, This 

may also happen due to iron 

deficiency. Iron 

rich food or 

medicinal iron 

supplements 

along with 
vitamin tablets could help. 

The third reason may be 
some fungal infection in your 
nails. For this, you have to 
consult a dermatologist 
(skin specialist) 





T accidentally 
broke a part + 
of my front 
teeth and 
they happen 


Dr.N.A.Jayavelan 
as told to 


G.S.Subramanian 
0 GoKULAM September 2009 


fe 82 Fe RP RP Ge 
to be my permanent ones. I feel 
very awkward as they affect my 
looks. I feel inhibited whenever I 
have to open my mouth. My 
friends constantly tease me about 
the same, What treatment should 
I undergo in order to correct the 
broken tooth? 

- Anupya Choudhary, 

Std. V, Ryan International 

School, Mumbei 

T guess that you do not have 


Scared of 


any pain due to the 
condition you have 
described. If so, the 
deeper part of the teeth 
(called pulp) has not 
been damaged. Now- 
days dentists adopt 
the technique cf 
‘capping’, A 
natural looking 
but artificial 
5 portion of teeta 
is fixed to cover 
the broken or 
damaged tooth. Capping is a 
permanent solution and you need 
not be afraid about the ‘cap’ falling 
off. 

























ho RG Re RP RD ORD RP RPE 

3 books containing interesting 
information about insects, you 
may become interested in 
observing them and checking the 
facts you have learnt. However 
coming out of the phobia will 
take its own time. In extreme 
cases, the help of a psychologist 
may be sought. 


T walk regularly and exercise 
too, but while most of my 
friends sweat after moderate 
physical activity, I do not 
perspire at all. I seem to 
remain fresh throughout the 
day. I am worried about 
I am very scared of insects, the functioning of my sweat 

even butterflies! My father 

constantly reassures me about 
da 


















them, but the minute I see a 
small insect inside my house, 
T run away in fear. Please 
help me to get over this 
phobia. 

+ Deepika Joshi, Std. Vil, 

Jyothi KV, Bengalooru 

Being afraid of a 
cockroach is very common 
but being scared of anye 
insect is not so common! 
Such sort of fears run in 
certain families. The best 
thing you can do is to study 
about insects. If you read 


we GF GP RP Oe 
glands. Do I have any 
problem? Kindly advice. 

+ C.K.Thivia, Std. Xil, 

KV, Madurai 
Sweating is one way of 
releasing or reducing the heat 
generated in our body 
However, not sweating after 
moderate physical activity 
need not be a matter of 
concern, This is not a disease or 
malfunction of sweat glands. You 
need not worry. Perhaps you could 
indulge in more physical activities. 






When trun after eating a full 
meal, I feel giddy and weak. I want 






to know the reason behind it. 
~ Puranjan Dev, Std.VI 
Buxi Jay 





Medium School, 
Bhubaneshwar 
Whenever food is taken in, 
and it reaches the abdomen, more 
blood is sent to that region to 
facilitate digestion. While so, 
the other parts of the body and 
especially the brain (being the 
) uppermost part) gets less blood than 
it would otherwise. If you run after 
eating a full meal, the brain which is 
already getting a reduced supply of 
blood, cautions you by making you 
feel giddy! 


OES YOU RIP OSTERTETS 


Dear chitdreh, its time to announce the results forthe first 
ever Poster - election conducted by Gokulam, in our July issue 
And the winner is the dashing Indian cricket team captain 
M.S.Dhoni, This swashbuckling wicketkeeper in addition to being 
ome ofthe word’ leading batsman, has led our country to many 


victories including the T-20 World Cup 
And here are the names of the 5 readers who gave the best 
reasons for selecting Dhoni: 
1) Akshaya.M, SUV, Sister Nivedita Convent, Bengaloort, 2) Vishwas.M.Shetty, 
Sid. X, St Mary's English School, Udupi, 3) S.R.Nishanth, Std V, Velammat Residential 
4) S.Raveena, Sid, IX, StAnn's High School, Secunderabad, 
‘9S. juriya Kumar, Std. V1, SBOA MHSS, Madurai 


Now vote for your December issue poster! 





© Five entries that detail the best reasons will get a reward of Rs 5O/ each, 
© Last date for receipt of entries: 25.09.2009. 


© Editor's decision is final 


X Po each en = 


My vote goes to - Neil Armstrong Narain Karthikeyan 





































Serena Williams Tom and Jerry 








Because... 





Name 





Age 
SCH OU s imrecinvericeecensesecs 
“Residential Address ; 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Signature : 






Local address is a must for overseas entries. 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 

47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
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‘Std, 1V, Hebron MHSS, 


Nagercoil, 





> — MVignesh 
Sid. 1V, Nag Matric Schoo, 
Vetiore 








Migratory 


Birds 





a 


y\ Siberian cranes, 
jamingo, Teal, Northera 
pintail, Rosy pelican — what 
is the common clement among these 
varied species of birds? Yes, you 
guessed it right. They are all 
migratory birds seen in India durin 
the winter months 





Some birds fly over lonz 
distances and travel to other places 
when the climate in their hom: 
country becomes too harsh for their 
survival. ‘These birds travel to far 
away places in search of congenial 
‘weather conditions but come back to 
their home ground when the weather 
changes back to their requirement 
This yearly flight undertaken over 
long distances is known as 
migration. Birds generally feed on 
insects and worms and during winter, 
food becomes scarce. This is one 
more reason why they migrate. They 
even traverse continents and make 
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ea 


their homes in warmer 

places, especially in the 

southern hemisphere. These 

birds are able to predict the onset of 

winter by observing the duration of 
day and night 


Scientists have been wondering 
as to how these birds find their way 
all over the world and manage tc 
come back home too! Many 
experiments were conducted and in 
one such, a group of storks were 
taken away from their nests and 
flown to a far off destination. Yet 
they managed to migrate with 
precision to their usual summer 
habitat and also fly back to where 
they usually nested! Scientists 
concluded that the birds were gifted 
with a natural instinct and it is this, 
that helps them to trace their route 
back and forth across the globe. 

However, research is going on to 
find a definite answer, which is still 
cluding the scientists. 

- Deeba.Z.Lari, Std. X, 
MB Convent High School, Nagpur 











Chitaren from all over the world send ATTBNMORG 
contributions to Gokulam both through = 
email and surface mail. If your “J 


contributions are to be published, they vt » 
nd well-written, But w 


| * 


should be interesti 





that’s not enough; we need you to follow 


some simple rules as well: 





1, Write down your name, class, 
name of your school and complete 
residential address at the beginning of 
each contribution, Henceforth, we will not 
accept any contribution with incomplete 
details, 

2. Make use of Ad sheets and write 
on one side of the paper, leaving the other 
side blank. And do write legibly 

3. Number your pages and if your competition entries should not be 












contribution runs to more than two pages. _xeroxed. 
then write your complete personal details 8, Entries to It’s Your Day 
atthe back of every page. (Birthday Bash) and theme based 


4. Contributions by e-mail are contributions ( 
welcome... but do not forget to give 


Diwali, New 





ear, Republic Day, Environment 





Make, Sure, and) Take. Care, 


complete details including your e-mail id Day,Teacher’s Day, ete) should 


at the beginning of each mail reach us two months prior to the 
5. The best contributions will be respective events. 
published and a certificate of 9, Weare looking for original 





appreciation will be sent to the stories, experien musing 
contributor, Do preserve your anecdotesand articles, but if you 
certificates, for the child with the have based your writing on any 
maximum number of certificates will source, then do acknowledge 
a bumper prize at the end of a year. it 
6, All competition entries must 10, No copying, please! 
us before the last date mentioned. Please make sure that you take 
7. Coupons provided in Gokulam for care of the ten commandments! 
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Episode VI We supposed to kill a certain 


itamma and the mysterious animal to make 

Mysterious Creature fireproof jackets?” asked Kurali to 

which Gnyamali responded, “We 

must share the work equally, Sta 

) You kill the creature and we will 

clean the skin, tan it and stitch it 

into a fireproof jacket.” 

Sitamma sat_ brooding 

There had never been a task yet 

where she was required to 
KILL, 

“It all seems so wrong to me, 

to kill a creature to make myself 











at: 
DANN TEL 





+ The ghost’s face turned a strange 
orange 
The specially crafted Kurali- jacket?” 
Gnyamali airplane was whizzing _Sitamma felt lost. Having come 
towards the next destination, this far, how to abandon tke 


“think we are approaching the mission? Moreover she had 
Vidham mountains, can you feel a promised to fetch the alluvial 
certain heat? It is the fires of + Vidham mountains 
those mountains. Looks like we 
definitely need the skin of that 
mysterious animal,” said Sitamma, : 
peering out to catch a glimpse of 
the landscape below. Kurali and 
Gnyamali’s face turned a strange 
orange as the heat of the 
mountains fell on them, 

“Itis indeed hot. Aren't 
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@ & ( 0 2 0 > 2 > BRIE 
waters for Panchami andthe Vilwa Story @ Illustrations: 


tree, It was useless to ask the ghosts Jaya, Madhavan 
for suggestions. Unwilling and 


afraid to face any danger, they were 
nothing more than assistants to 
carry her bags 












Ata distance a mountain 
ccame into sight, It sparkled as 
if molten gold had been 
poured over it 

“Sitamma, we ae here 
We are at the Vidham 


2a Ying ang 
me Twin Ghosts 


mountains, Pappripappripaar!” KG That beautiful yellow we see there 
trumpeted. is fire! We cannot approach the 

"Don’t be so fast to celebrate. mountains without the special 
jackets, Oh! To think that I have to 
kill in order to complete the 
mission,” cried Sitamma, 

She opened Vanithai's map and 
asked aloud, “Is it alright to kill if 
" only to complete the mission 
7 and save a few others along 
with ourselves?” No 
sooner did Sitamma ask 
the question than the map 
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combusted in her hands. 
‘Alright, alright, I won't kill.” 
promised Sitamma and the map 
materialized again, 

“Ghosts, we need ideas. Some 





and a tree and live happily ever 
after,” recommended Gnyamali 
“Bungling idiots,” snapped 


Sitamma and instructed the ghosts 
to lower the aircraft in the isle that 
loomed below. 
““Thisis the isle of the mysterious 
creature,” observed Sitamma 
looking at the map. Thick smog 
surrounded the isle lik> a 
blanket. Sitamma broke intoa 
violent cough while the ghosts 
inhaled pleasurably. 
“This feels like incensz,” 
regaled the ghosts inhaling mare 
and more, while Sitammva found it 
hard to even breathe. 
“Better a ghost than a human, 
remarked the ghosts looking at ihe 

















good ideas, very urgently,” suid 
Sitamma briskly. 

“Let us go back home,” suggested 
Kurali. 

“Or better you die on this mission 
and join us as a ghost and togeter 
we three can haunt a well, 2 house 
60 coxuram September 2009 


+ The mysterious creature 


ping Sitamma 

Fora moment the poor girl neatly 
lost consciousness coughing, As she 
fell in toa faint, Vanithai’s kind face 
appeared and said, “Use the Vilwa 
tree's bark” and disappeared in a 
trice, 











Sitamma quickly removed the bark from her bag and 
inhaled it and immediately began to breathe freely. On a 
sudden brainwave, she also rubbed the bark on her eye 
and immediately the is y 
Mentally thanking Vanithai for the tip, Sitamma ordered the 
ghosts to fly around the isle before descendit 




















below became clear to her 








As the aircraft circled the isle, an eerie howl reached their 
cars and the ghosts began to shudder in their skins, as was their 
wont 

“Go closer to that sound,” shouted Sitamma to which the 
ghosts burst into tears, 

‘We ure dead, we are dead,” they cried. 
“Idiot ghosts, you both are already dead,” Sitamma reminded, 
As they hovered above the isle Sitamma spotted an animal 

down below. Indeed it was a strange 
seen before. It looked like a large lizard but had a bushy tail like 
a mongoose. It had the spots of a python and the skin of a snake 
and fish emblazoned on its back. It lay still but was howling 








animal unlike any they had 














+ Sitamma’s plait stood like a rod atop her head! 





with the ferocity of a wolf. Everyone's hair stood on end on 





seeing the beast. Sitamma’s usually ne 
and stood like a rod atop her head. 

As they inched closer they found the beast sprawled on the 
ground, howling and weeping, 

‘The beast already seems in distres: 
Sitamma, “Sssh, kitty, kitty,” said Sitamma sweetly to 


the animal. 
soft @ 





plait broke into bristles 





whispered 


“Kil, Sitamma kill. What are you doi 
















“Hmm, bind with a dead thing?” 
Sita wondered and suddenly an 
idea struck her. 
“Ghosts! You both are dead 
things. Go and bind that anintal 






No way, scuttle this 








mission,” yelled the ghosts, 
“Useless creatures,” shouted 

talking?” shouted the ghosts. Sitamma, 
“Roaaarrrrrrrmrrrt,” the “We are useless but we are not 





animal cried again. Strangely creatures. We are ghosts,” explained KG 
Sitamma’s heart lurched in very evenly. 





sympathy for the animal. Sitamma ignored them and worked her 

“Vanithai, help me. I need mind feverishly when another idea struck 
the skin of the her. Using her long plait she made a lasso. 
‘animal to succeedin &| have a mother? Next. swirling the 


this mission. But do lassoed plait in 
not want to harm My god! have yang sciita 
it,” said Sitamma, @ mother,” Sitamma cautiously approa- 
mentally visualizing shouted in sheer joy. ched the howling 
the Kind face of animal and in 
Varatiai. one expert throw 
“Bind it with a dead thing caught the animal in the lasso and bound 
and it will cooperate,” said ait 
voice fromaowhere. “Great idea Sitamma, Hair is a dead 





“Itis the dreaded Vanithai,” _ thing too,” congratulated KG. 
screamed the ghosts who only _Its bodily movement completely 


remembered her voice too arrested, the animal calmed down, 
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“Oh! Vanithai. Thank you so much 
for this,” said Sitamma to herself. 
“You win child, you win,” said a 
sweet voice and Sitamma immediately 
felt her plait loosening. From 
within the loops ofher hair 











a strange looking 
being emerged 


Tamagnome. 1am Vanithai’s friend adventure is tuning out better 
and one of the heavenly beings of the than we expected. Take that 
Vidham Mountains. I was condemned to skin on the ground and make 
live in this isle as a strange creature Me a jacket. Let us proceed to 
because of my wrongdoing. When 1 Vidham Mountains. 1 want to 
begged to be released, I was told that 1 Tetum victorious to my mother 
would be freed of my curse by Vanithai’s Vanithai,” said Sitamma 
daughter. Thank youchild and thank your ¢Xcitedly. 
kind mother too,” said the radiant being 
and disappeared leaving behind its old 
skin, +The friendly gnome 

“Tam Vanithai’s daughter?” yelled 
Sitamma in surprise. 

“[ have a mother? My god! I have 
mother,” she shouted in sheer joy. 

“B00000000h000000000000! 
'Boo900000000h00000000000000!" 
the ghosts began to cry. 

“What happened?” 

“First mother, now daughter. 
Our future is sealed,” cried the 
ghosts remembering their pulley- 
rope days. 

“Oh! Come on friends! This 





(To be contiuned) 








Ayana 
‘SSHISH ‘X ‘PIS 
‘efnupure - 


Jeuuoyg ‘spunoip pul nuooje6u0g 
TMA'PIS “seuny dian - joouDg YBIH wi 





Dear Children, our new Pyramid Puzzle 









which we started from last month, will test 
your language skills once again. Rack 
your brains to find answers with the 
help of clues given below. 

* Note: All the words of the 
“Pyramid Puzzle 2° end with the 
letters ‘ry’ 





Fill 
in the form 
on the 
reverse 
of this page and 
send 
your entries 
to Gokulam 
before 
25.09.09 




































































GA Opposite of “laugh 
2. Anger 

3. Elephant’s tusk 

4, Hardship 

5. Plants are sold here 

6. Nothing special 

7. Not primary 

8. Anote signed and given by a debtor to his creditor 

9. An adjective which expresses an emotion 








{ 
i 


-GSS 






Congratulations! Here are the 
winners of Zero-in-12 (July 2009) ard 
the solutions as well. The results of 
Pyramid Puzzle - 1 will be published 
in the October 2009 issue. 

1. B.Gayathri, Std. X, 
Dayanand Public School, 
Shimla 

2. Archakam Kashyapan, 
Std. IX, RC Patel English 
Medium Sec. School, Dhule, 











Maharashtra St.Michael’s Convent School, 
3.R.Chandrasekhar, Std. VII, Karwar 
Rajhans Vidyalaya, Mumbai 5. Sandhya Ravi Iyer, Std. VIII. 


4. Avril D’Souza, Std. VII, St.Jude High School, Pune 
Pyramid) Puzzle,~2)Entry Form 


‘Name : (Mr/Ms) 
Age 
School 
“Residential Address 








Class 














Signature : 





Local address is a must for overseas entries. 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032, 
© Strictly for school going children @ Five lucky winners will get a cash 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the all 
correct entries. @ Entries with completed grid on the reverse accepted on this 
form only @ No xerox copies. 
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Seventy year old Abdul Ghali of 
Kozhikode, Kerala, has bank deposits 
worth thirteen lakhs and Rs.80,000 in 
hard cash, What is surprising about this 
is that Abdul Gh 





Guiness record holder Bryan 
Berg spent several days building 
miniature version of was declared dead on medical 
the London Houses examination and taken to the 
of Parliament using morgue. There, an attendant 
only playing cards! saw the bag containing the body 
The curdstacker moving! Doctors were called at 


Casper, th 
Travelling Ga 






artist had created even the Big Ben in a once and to their astonishment 
Las Vegus casino, Unfortunately, one of they found that her vital 
the two friends who came to functions had returned! She 
congratulate Bryan, lost his balance 
and pushed the other into the tower ZV} @ C 
of Big Ben, causing all the cards to [YJ 
come crashing down! 
eee 









An eighty four year old Polish 
woman fell unconscious and her 
husband called for an ambulance. She 








went home after a couple of days 
stay in the hospital! 
eee 


A pub customer in Britain 
was handed a 20 pence coin as 
change when he paid for his 
drink. It happened to be a very 
rare coin and was worth more 





than £7000/- as acollector’s item! Lloyd 
Hoffer of Peterborough is not selling in 
a hurry and is waiting for the highest 
bidder to show up! 

eee 


India’s first indigenous nuclear 
submarine was launched for trials. 
Gursharan Kaur, wife of our Prime 
Minister broke a coconut on the hull 
of ‘Arihant’ to mark the launch. 
“India has no aggressive designs,” 
said Manmohan Singh on the 
occasion. Arihant means ‘destroyer 
of enemies’ in Sanskrit. 

eee 








School boy Jackson Mcintyre is 
allergic to sun light and doctors 
have advised him to seek shadows 
at all times! Only 300 people in this, 
world suffer from such an allergy 
and six year old Jackson is one cf 
them. 


Casper, a twelve year old cat 
boards a bus daily at 10:55 am 
from outside his house, travels a 
eleven mile route and returns 
home about an hour later. He has 
been making this round trip for 
so long that all bus drivers who 
take that route know him and 
look forward to picking him up 
and dropping him back! Casper's 
‘owner says he has named him 
after the comic strip “friendly 
ghost”, since he had the habit of 
vanishing and reappearing! 

eee 


Musharraf's eme 
was declared ille 
Pakistan's Supreme Court 





He had during his regime also 
packed the courts with 
pliable judges who would 
favour him. This too was 





declared illegal by the present Supreme 

Court. Musharraf is now settled in 

London and it is unlikely that he will 

return to Pakistan to face a trial, 
eee 


The longest solar eclipse of the 
2st century was seen by millions all 
over Asia on July 22nd. It was a total 
eclipse. India and China being the 
world’s most populous nations gave 
a rousing welcome as well as a 





rouring farewell to the eclipse, In 
India, it had religious significance 
too and thousands took a holy dip in 
the Ganga and other rivers ° 





3  & 
As a new reader of 


Gokulam, I find it to be 


superb for children. 
~ S.Arun Prasath, Std. Vil, 
Sri Vasavi MHSS, Dindigul 


Tam an avid reader of 












Gokulam and await its 
arrival eagerly every month. 
I request you to start a Fan 
Club for I am sure it would 
be the most voted club in the 
world! 
~ S.Manikandan, Std. XI, 
‘St.John’s MHSS,Chennai 


T have been reading 
Gokulam for the past three 
years and like it very much. 
Hove Effendi and Billu, and 


SOG 2 Oo 2 o 
hope that they will continue for years and 


years, 
-\V.Ramaadevi Rao, Std. Vil, Kappattu, Udupi 


Tike Gokulam very much and feel that 
it is a wonderful magazine. May 1 send in 
facts about Barbie, teddy bear, burger, etc? 

- S.Nagarajan, Erode 

(Dear readers, your contributions are 
most welcome but make sure that you get 
the facts right. ~ Editor) 


Hi, my teacher encouraged me to read 
magazines to hone my language skills und 
my father gifted me my first copy of 
Gokulam. By religiously reading the 


okulam 


oe 





magazine I have vastly developed my word 
power and communication skills, Today, 
Gokulam is my best friend, Thanks a lot to 
my teacher, father and Gokulam. 

= Aarthi, Std. Vill, MMHS School, Puducherry, 


Gokulam is wonderful and I feel that 
reading it has increased my writing skills, 1 
have written lots of stories. Shall I send them 
to Gokulam for publishing? 

~ P.Akshayaa, Std. V, Gurugnar 
‘Sambandar Mission MHSS, Maylladuthurai 





T would like to send my drawings and 
paintings to Gokulam, but I want them back 
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if they are not published. What should I do? 
- Rohini, 4" Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai 
(You could send us a self addressed, 
stamped envelope, clearly indicating that 
‘you want your contributions to be returned. 
‘And do write your full name, class, school 
name and complete residential address. 
— Editor) 
My sincere thanks to Gokulam for 
publishing some of my contributions. It has 
been a great encouragement to me. 1 also 
feel that Gokulam is solely responsible for 
my high scores in English in the tenth board 
exams, “Gokulam Rocks!!” 
- GRagavijaya, Std. XI, Neyveli Township 


Fan C 








Gokulam is a wonderful, colourful and 
educative magazine. It has been a great help 
to me in my English projects. May I send 
articles through e-mail? 


Aditi Ravi, Std. Vill, 
Venkat International Public School, 


Bengalooru 

(Contributions by e-mail are accepted. 
Just ensure that you type in your complete 
details. — Editor) 


Hi Gokulam, 1 have been reading 
you for the past nine years. I am now 
in class ten. Could you please write an 
article on ‘How to study better’, which 


he Ne Ge Re ke fe ae ERS 





I feel would be useful,for 
all children? 

=R.Pavishkumar, Std X, 

Breeks Memorial School, 

Ooty 

(We will definitely 
consider your request. 

~ Editor) 


Correction 


The Land Ahoy! section 
in the August issue of 
Gokulam carried the 
author name as Preetha 
Rengaswamy instead of Ajit 
Rengaswamy. The error is 
regretted. ~Editor) 








@ Go oo 
As always, it was a pot pourri of 
reactions, some ‘for’ shuffling, many 
‘against’ while a few children favoured 
both. Here is a collection of views 
expressed by students on whether it is 
right to move them to different sections 
at the beginning of an academic year. 
We are sure they would be of immense 
interest to the teaching community 
amongst our readers. 


Shuffling of children into 
different sections is good because 
students get to make new friends 
every year. 

-Manoj Ravi, Std.X!, MVM, Chennai; 
Vishnu Prashanth; S.Suganthan, 
Std.X, DAV BHEL School, Ranipet 
V.Sriram, Std.X, MESKK, Bengalooru; 
Karthik Kalyankumar, Std.Vill, 
KV 1, Bengaloor 









be 
make new friends and also learn to 
adjust in a new atmosphere. This in 
tum will help in their personality 
development. 

- P.Himaya, Std.VI, Sri 
Akilandeswari Vidyalaya, Trichy; Ekta 
Gautam Dharamshi, Std.IX, The 
Brigade School, Bengalooru; R.Andrew 
Abishek, Std.Vill, Stanes Hr.Sec. 
School, Coimbatore; GAruna, Std.X!, 
SBOA MHSS, Madurai; Gayathri.K, 
‘Std.X, Nirmala Matha Convent MHSS, 
Coimbatore; T.Krishna Kumari, Std.1X, 
Atomic Energy Central School 
(OSCOM), Orissa; Aby Thomas, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Kannur; 
Benaka.G, Std.Vil, Little Rock Indien 
School, Udupi 








Thisexciting when we are shifted 


U5 
A.Aishwarya, Std.IX, 

St.Joseph’s Girls 

HSS, Coonoor 










Through & 


a1) 
shuffling Ce vA . 
ea 


children 


into a new section at the beginning 
of each year, We get to 
make new friends, learn 
new things and share ovr 
ideas. Isn’tit wonderful? 
Puranjan Dev, Std.VI, 
Buxi Jagabandhu Eng. 
Medium School, 
Bhubaneshwer 


Shuffling may bz 
tolerated. But som2 
schools shuffle 
students based on 
their marks and 





ow 
‘ 


ae fe oe 


grades, which is really cruel! 
~ Varsha Vijay, Std.X, 
Bhakthavatsalam Vidyashram, 
Chennai 


Tr does not really matter which 






section a student belongs to 
Education matters, not the section. 
Rather than worrying about the 
change of section students need to 
concentrate on their studies. 

~ Boga Venkatesh Narendra, Std.Xi!, 
GN Khalsa, Mumbai; Ramana Kolady, 
First Grade, Eaton Elementary School, 
California, USA 


This really wrong on the part of 
school authorities to shuffle children 
into different sections every year. 
Children get parted from their best 
friends and take a lot of time to adjust 


ae 
to the new environment. 

+ Ammar Ali Kolkar, Std. VIII, 
Touheed English Medium School, 
Gangolli, Udupi; Sukitha.S.Rao, 
‘Std.ll, Ryan International School, 
Bengalooru; Ranjitha.R.Prabhu, 
‘Std.XI, Summer Fields School, 
Haryana; Urja Bhuyan, Std.Vi, 
Loyola School, Bhubaneshw: 

T.Supraja, Triplicane, Chenn: 
H.Aishwarya, Std,X!, Jaigopal 
Garodia Vivekananda Vidya- 

M.Swarnalakshmi, 














Shuffling is a great 
idea as students get to mix 
and mingle with each 
other freely. If children 
stay in the same section 
throughout school life, 
their friendship will be 
limited to a few other 
students only. 

+ GSiddharth, Std.VI, Shrishti 
Vidyashram, Vellore; 
Std.Xil, Jyothi Nivas, Bengaloor 
A.Kashyapan, Std.IX, RCP English 
Medium School, Shirpur, Maharashtr 
Niranjan Prasad.M, Std.Vill, Little 
Rock Indian School, Udupl; Sneha 
Srinivasamoorthy, Std.X, Chandrakant 
Patkar Vidyalaya, Mumbai 








“Variety is the spice of life’. 
With shuffling, students may 
even get better friends than the 
previous year. In the long run, 
the initial adjustment and 
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difficulties will fade away 

~ Nayantara Srinivasan, Std.Vil, 
Gulf Indian School, Kuwait; Apar 
Gopalan, Std.X, Sophia Sr. Sec. 
School, Ajmer; Anuradha, Std.Vil, DPS, 
Bengalooru South; L.Sushmita, Std.x, 
Gitanjall Sr. Sec. School, Hyderabad 








Though the thought of making 
new friends is exciting, yet the fact 
that we lose our close friends is 
indeed worrying 

- Shreyas Kothandarama, PMM 
Innerwh School, Ambarnath, 
Mumbal; Hemanshi Gandhi, Std.Vi, 
Utpal Shanghvi School, Mumbai; 












w 


3 2 o 


Aashish Suresh, Std.Xi, SKCH PU 
College, Bengalooru; A.Sanjnah, 
Std. Vill, Kola Saraswathi Vaishnav Sr, 
Sec. School, Chennal; Nanditha 
Ravindar, Std.XIl, Anna Nagar, Chernal 








White itis possible to make new 
friends, it is impossible to develop 
close friendship every year. It is 
difficult to change your friends euch 
academic year. Loss of close 
friendship makes students unhappy. 
While extrovert students manage: to 
make new friends, the shy end 





peers?? 


(gokulam @kalkiweekly.com) 





QUESTION FOR THE MONTH : 


“Should kids be paid for running errands for their parents or 


Send us your views by 25.09.2009. Each published entry will receive a 
prize of Rs, 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, class, school and 
residential address. Those of you who are non- residents of India should send 
Us a local (Inalan) address too. You can send entries by post or by e-mail 
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ae ae oe ke 
reticent ones are left struggling 
-D.M.Surendher, Std.Xil, SMBM 
School, Dindigul; Suhasini Ramani, 
Std.VI, GD Birla Centre for Education, 
Kolkata; Ankita Mamania; Jyothsna 
Rengarajan, Std.Xil, KV 1, Hyderabad 
asa Natrajan, Std.Vi, Jina 
School, Bengalooru; Ashwini 
Velmurugan, Std.IX, Maharishi Vidya 
Mandir, Hosur; J.Aadhikesava Siva 
Murugan, Std.IX, Anita Methodist 
MHSS, Chennai; M.S.Gowrl Sankari, 
Std.IX, Good Shepherd MHSS, 
Marthandam, Kanyakumari; Varun.M, 
Std.Vill, Capitol Public School, 
Bengalooru; J.Vaishnavi, Std.Xil, OTEA 
St. Sec. School, New Delhi; 
M.Srinivash, Std.Vil, The Lawrence 
School, Love ty 


{> 




















Tc is indeed depressing when 
students are mercilessly shuffled 
from one section to the other. 
Students lose contact with their old 






te he te fe fe oe 
friends, though they are in the 
neighbouring class, And school 
without best friend, is no fun at all! 

= Bijan Banerjee, Stc.VIl, Jublle 
Secondary School, Boinchigram, 
West Bengal; R.Kirthika, Std.VIl, 
Vivekananda Kendra Vidyalaya, Port 
Blair; R.lsaac Ashish, Std. Vil, Nazareth: 
Kashyap, Std.IX, 
Public School, 
Hyderabad; A.Nandhitha, Std.Vill, 
Mamta Modern Sr. Sec. School, New 
Dethi; C.Muthulakshmi, Std.IX, 
GKOMHSS, Coimbatore; Naresh 
Ren amy, RA Pr Che 1H 
itd.X, Adarsh Vidyalaya 
MHSS, Chennai; Kafeela Parvin V.A, 
Std.XI, SNMHSS, Moothakunnam; 
K.Naveen, Std, Vill, SRKMHSS, Salem; 
Atreya.G. Krishna, Std.Vill, Canara 
High School, Mangalore 





















One-can meet up with old friends 
during lunch hours and combined or 
language classes. And due tothe fact 
that best friends may be in different 
sections, they may have 
more information and 
tidbits to share with each 
other 

= Lilabati_ Mohanta, 
Std.X, St.Francis Sr. 
Sec. ‘School, Bilaspur, 
Chhattisgarh; Sudarshan 
Gopal, Std.VI, APJ School, 
New | Delhi; Suvesha 
Chandrasekaran, Std,Vill, 
Marol Education Academy's 
High School, Mumbai; 
Akshayaa.M, Std.Xl, OAV 
MHSS, Chennai ae 
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ain which 
of 40 kms per hour 
s have their ears on 


legs just ubove the 








je is the 


nsect- weighing 


Gentoo Penguin 


dissipate three quarters of incoming 
heat and ward off the effects of solat 
radiation, 
~ G.Lalith, Std Vill, PACM Boys 
Hr. Sec. School, Rajapalayam 


The fastest swimming 


AANS Mi) ASASSASNA/, 


100gms! They are found 





inforests 
= JVidhyapriy, StdIX, GRG 
MHSS, Coimbatore 


Bu 





Great He 








© Andean Condors are the 
They are 





mountains in 


Goliath Beetle merica and weigh about 
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12 kgs with a wingspan of over 
3 mts. 
~J.Indhuja, Std.X, RSKHSS, 
Trichy 
The Hooded Pitohui is the 
world’s first poisonous bird to be 
discovered by humans. 





The fustest snake is the Black 
Mamba which travels in excess of 
20 kms per hour, They are found in 
mely poisonous, 

- Mythii Baskar, Hari Shree 
Vidyalayam, Chennai 








Hooded Pitohui 








Clear for Sure! 

Trdiseases are cleared 

Our good health is assured, 
If terrorism is cleared 

Our happiness is assured, 
If casteism is cleared 

Our progress is assured, 
If poverty is cleared 

Our country’s development is 

assured! 

+ K.Venkatesh, Std.V ‘A’ 


Lovely Music! 
Oh: How lovely the music is, 
It fills us with eternal bliss! 
Oh! How I enjoy music, 
Itcan cure me when Lam sick! 
listen to it when | fee! lonely, 
After which I laugh merrily! 
It doesn't matter if I'm glad or 
sad, 
Music lends a helping hand! 
- A.Poorviga, Std.V ‘A’ 

















‘Sai Matriculation Hr. Sec. School, located in Madipakkam, Chennai s one of the 
leading schools of Chennai, imparting quality education and instilling discipline, 
hard work, healthy values and positive thinking among its 2500 students, The 
students of this school, with active encouragement from dedicated teachers have 
participated and won several prizes at regional, state and national level competitions. 
The school houses a state of the art library, The science labs are upto date and 
include audio visual aids like LCD projectors. Sai MHSS is one of the largest 

‘subscribers of ‘Gokulam’ and the teaching staff feel that reading 
this magazine enhances creativity and general knowledge 
among their students. The contributions to this section have 
been created by the students of this school. 
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always there to guide us with their 
wisdom and understanding, And the 
best part is that they are eternally 
cheerful and keep on smiling and 
couraging us, no matter whatever 
y) the situation may be. We should 
always love and take care of them, 
- S.Srinivas, Std.ll'A 



















n® 


My Best Friend 
Tove my best friend and want 
tobe with him forever, We share lots 
of information, our joys and sorrows 
as well as our lunch! He is glad 
when I am happy and he is sad 
f when I feel upset, We care for 
each other and school would not 
be the same without him! 
- B.Balaji, 
Std.IV ‘A’ 


My Grand Parents 

Grand parents are special to us 
in many ways. Their hearts are filled 
with love forus, their grand children, 
and they brighten up our days. They 
are great listeners and put up with 
our continuous chit chat. And when 
ever we need any advice they are 








pry 
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am really pleased with myself. Guo: 


Ihave not fought with or shouted at 
illu for quite some time now. 


Doctor, | am ré 
worried about Billu, 
He is not his usual 


shout anymore, Do 
give him a thorough 
chock up. 


80 GoKuLAM September 2009 


Grtichus 
Concept, Pictures: 
PILLAI 


| have finally managed to conquer iny 
anger. Now you will find me 
smiling. 


In fact, Jilu Is vory happy at 

my changed behaviour and st 

planning to take me for an outing... 
am roady, Jill 


‘Oh no! Folks around you 
just don't allow you to 











yaAauOs4 
SaNaiya 





i me kl 
i 


Pine aannnbndi meehclinin we sehnbenninnnnbianannnnndl 
‘wut prepayment under PGs Lira Ne, NPP TNVCC|S)ONVG4IOS-11* Raised as &Newapaparin Sara 
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mystery of the ae nist 
































